“I Will!”
Encouragement for A Focused Relationship
(Flip This House- Part 4)

“| Do!”- February 25"
“| Seel”- March 4™

“| Can!”- March 11™
“l Will!”- March 18
‘I Have!”- March 25

Here are six priorities that | would like you to commit to for the next five weeks:

1. To come and listen to each of these five sermons.

2. Beinvolved in at least one of our Life Groups throughout the week or equipping
classes.

Involve your children in youth, AWANA's, equipping classes and children's church.
Commit to a family night with a family meeting to give direction and input.

Date your mate! Once a week you will spend time together...in a healthy way!
Pray with your family in the morning or evening.

L ol

The Challenge of a Life Time
When you face difficulty, trial or crisis in your life, what is the first emotion that you feel?

Is it the overwhelmed since of fear or do you feel empowered with courage?
Is it fight or flight?

Is it hurt or confrontation?

Is it blame or is it resolve?

Is it panic or is it peace?

If you have had one of those difficult periods of life that may have stretched out over weeks,
maybe months, which one of those emotions prevailed to define your moment? One of
many emotions can dominate the way you think and therefore your actions will follow.

Example: Baseball- It is hard to throw where you are not looking and it's hard to look but
where you are throwing. Your emotions can only go where you are looking.

This created universe is a result of God's thoughts and words. It is also true that our
mind is the meeting place of spiritual worlds colliding and our words and actions will
follow. Everyday our minds are challenged with thoughts of God and thoughts generated
by Satan full of temptation and destructive negative thinking. They are both knocking on
the door of your mind. Be very careful to who you open the door up to, (Revelation 3:20).

James 1:8- “A double minded man [is] unstable in all his ways.”

“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of
every opportunity, because the days are evil.”
Ephesians 5:15-16

lllustration- One Saturday afternoon a certain minister was sitting in his study greatly troubled
because he could not find a sermon subject. While he was trying to think up an idea for a
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sermon, his youngest boy entered the study and kept asking questions which made matters
worse. The minister abruptly picked up a recent weekly magazine, tore out a full page of the
map of the world and cut it into small pieces of the map of the world and cut it into small
pieces with his scissors. Then he said to his boy, “Son, take these pieces of the map of the
world to another room, arrange them to make a complete map and | will give you a prize.”

The minister was sure that it would take at least a few hours for his son to put together the
pieces of the map, but to his astonishment, in just a few minutes, the boy returned with the
map completely rejoined. The puzzled minister asked, “How have you completed the map so
quickly?” The boy answered, “Dad, look on the back side of the map and you will see there is
a picture of a man. So instead of trying to remake the world, | just simply readjusted the
man's figure, and then when | turned the completed man over, there was a completed map of
the world.

Upon hearing his son's words, instantly, the minister received a tremendous inspiration and
said loudly, “That is right! Yes, that is it! The readjusted man forms the perfect world.”
Through this inspiration the minister receive insight for his Sunday sermon. Only a change
man brings about a changed world.

Difficult days, (evil days), are inevitable, but how we respond to those difficult days are
a choice, they really are a decision of your will, (Not as unwise but as wise). You and |
live daily in a threatened and challenging environment.

e Your reputation is always on the line.

e Your well being can change in a moment.

e Your family can have unexpected challenges.

e Your employment can completely change.

But God gave us the ability to have a will the world doesn't understand. He has given us
the opportunity to have a “spiritual will”, it is called “faith”. God gave us faith so we
could conquer or subdue kingdoms and bring righteousness. We are supposed to
overcome kingdoms and bring them into submission to the hand or will of God. (Matthew
6:10- “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”) Not a passive word!

e Who did Jesus die for? You, our church, this neighborhood, the world?
e S0, do we sit back and say, “Well, the Lord's will be done.” Or do we realize that Jesus
Christ already did what He could do and now it is up to us. Thy Kingdom come!

Are you responding in faith in a courageous way? There is a way that you and | can
respond courageously and in faith no matter what the circumstance. There is a way that
we can respond that is Christlike, it is mighty and it is righteous. But there is also a way to
respond to situations that are not like Christ and that does not represent Him at all. The
Holy Spirit wants to direct your thoughts and strengthen you to do what will give you the
freedom you are really wanting to do and feel called to do in this

life.

e No matter how painful

e No matter how difficult

e No matter how confusing the situation may be, the Holy Spirit will empower you to
react in a courageous way.



lllustration- Airplane Pilot- It had been a long flight and the crew was tired. This was even
made more apparent by the rough landing. This particular airline had a policy that the pilot
must stand by the door as the people exited to thank them for flying with the airline. The pilot
was dreading this because of the landing but he stood faithfully by. Surprisingly enough

the people filed off and none said a word. Then came the last passenger, an elderly lady
walking with a cane. As she got up to the captain she said, “Can | ask a question?”

“Sure” answered the captain. “Did we land or were we shot down?”

Paul's Difficult Position

“For | am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my
departure.”
[l Timothy 4:6

Paul is believing that his stance on the word of God and the message of the cross was
going to send him to his death. He was confident that life was about over. So he
reviews here...was it really worth it? He answers two big questions in verse 7 & 8:

1. Was my life worth it here on earth?
2. Will it make a difference in eternity?

His response to the first question begins in verse 7 with these words:

“’| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith.”
Il Timothy 4:7

These three responses are the answers you want to be able to say at the end of
your life. They are three responses that make life worth dying for!

1. Good Fight!- Focused Living (Opposed to a bad fight- one without reason.)
2. Finished the Race- Completed what you valued
3. Kept the Faith- Stayed true to the course.

See, God did not call us to hide in a corner. He called us to be bold out in the
open, to make Satan nervous and fighting the “good” fight, finish the race and
keeping the faith. God did not call us to tolerate the devil and his works. He
called us to destroy the works of the devil.

“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”
| John 3:8b

As Paul was reviewing in his mind...was my life worth it here on earth...

e Did I fight the good fight? Check.
Did I finish the race? Check.
e Did I keep the faith? Check.

e Then, and only then he was able to answer the second question, not only
was it worth it here on earth, but, “Will it make a difference in eternity?”

““Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed
for his appearing.”

[l Timothy 4:8
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He is saying, “You know it was worth it for me; look at the crown that | will have and
God Himself will hand it to me and not only to me but to all who have this same
passion and desire.”

Paul's Reality- (Now Paul seems to turn and give us a glimpse into his life.)

Paul now flips the channels. He is reminded of his present condition and recalls something
that exposes some of the difficulty of his life at the time.

“*Do your best to come to me quickly, "°for Demas, because he loved this world, has
deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to
Dalmatia.”

Il Timothy 4:9-11

Boxer- Here we see that Paul is brought back into the reality of his present life, the difficult
situations and disappointments that are around him like a boxer in a ring with an
opponent who is about to determine the fate of the round. Paul was abandoned, left on his
own and the urgency in his voice to Timothy was, “Help!” Do your best to come quickly. It's
so discouraging when someone bails on you when you need them the most.

What's In A Name?

When we are abandoned, we are left in the difficulty of holding the responsibility bag that
took everyone to hold. Everyones name means something and the three men who left Paul
meant something and | would like to utilize those names to understand what Paul was feeling.

e Demas {day-mas'} 1214= "governor of the people"
e Crescens- Kreskes {krace'-kace} 2913= "growing"
e Titus- Titos {tee'-tos} 5103= "nurse"

These are the names of the three people who left Paul and others who were associated with
Paul in this scripture. See, there are two sides to Paul's crisis, first, there is one who was
important to Paul who left in a “Cruel Way.”

Demas whose name means, “governor of the people” left in a cruel way. In a way,
Demas' name could represent all the people who had the opportunity to protect us, those who
were authoritative and had influence, but the Bible says here that the world allured him away.
It was obvious to Paul but perhaps not so much to Demas. Demas may have thought he was
just going somewhere else or doing what he thought best, but Paul could tell he was hearing
the whispers of the world, the allurement of the sinful ways of the world. Often when we
experience this kind of disappointment, we happen to cover up, pull in our emotional
extremities and lock them all in a room saying, “Don't love anymore, don't care for anyone, it
will only hurt you in the end.”

This leads us to the other side of the crisis that Paul was in, people who leave in a “Called
Way.” Crescens and Titus. Who abandoned Paul? Really only one, but when the other
two left it didn't matter, he felt more alone, more abandoned than he had before.

Crescens means “growing.' It is so hard when people you love live beyond your ability to
assist or mature them. Crescens was called to move on. Paul had probably poured so much
into him and saw so much in Crescens life that he constantly saw his work take fruit in him.



Titus means “nurse.” Not only is it nice to have someone around you that is fruit of your
labor, but it is nice that someone is around that nurses you into good health. You know that
they will be there if you get beat up or take great steps of faith. They will be there to help your
attitude and you pain. They keep you ready for the next fight. They spray the water in your
face, patch you up and say, “Get out there and knock them out!” Titus was in Paul's corner.
Paul loved him and depended on him.

e |l Corinthians 6- (Vs. 1-13) It is about separating themselves from the things that will
keep their testimony and influence from having full affect. (Vs. 14-18) Is about not
being unequally yoked with others.

e |l Corinthians 7- (Vs. 1-4)

“*For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were
harassed at every turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within.”
[l Corinthians 7:5

““But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus...”
[l Corinthians 7:6

The Next Three

""Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you (Timothy), because he is
helpful to me in my ministry.”
Il Timothy 4:11

e Luke- Loukas {loo-kas'} 3065= "light-giving"
e Mark- Markos {mar'-kos} 3138= "a defense"
e Timothy- Timotheos {tee-moth'-eh-os} 5095= "honoring God"

Luke: And now Paul was not all alone but close to it. He says that one hasn't abandoned
him, and it was Luke, his name means, "light-giving." Now notice that | did not say life
giving, but “light-giving.” See Luke was in his corner but when Paul looks to him and asks,
what do you see Luke holds up a picture of how beat up Paul looks. Luke is a scribe and it's
possible that Luke could have written some of Paul's writings as it was dictated to him or he
observed. There are people in our life who are there, but they are just there...not really
contributing but making sure we know what the score is.

e They don't have solutions, they just have observations.
e They don't have answers, they just have opinions.
e They don't have applause, they just have oppression. A true picture of “reality.”

Paul is saying that the people who meant the most to him left...well, Luke is here.

Paul is hurt because one of his team members left in a “cruel way” and two left in a
“called way.” He was in his corner, waiting for the bell to ring and he wasn't sure he could
go another round. Luke's not helping much, come quick Timothy! Come quick! And bring
Mark with you.

Paul had put himself out there and was hurt by someone who blatantly walked away and

others who were called away. When you are hurting you really can't tell abandonment apart
from a cruel exit and a called one. It's difficult when the people who you love, who you have
committed to, (who has been there when you have recovered from the last beating is looking
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over your face asking, “How do you feel?”), are no longer there cheering you on or helping
you get it done.

But Paul makes it clear, Timothy, come on, you and Mark. Mark- means "a defense." It's so
interesting when he puts Mark in the story. If you read Acts 15 you see that Mark was a kid
that Paul didn't think much of. As a matter of fact, Paul's closest friend at the time parted
on unkind terms because of Mark. Paul didn't want to have anything to do with him, and
now, years later he asks for Mark to come along.

Early in Paul's ministry he focused only on the offense on his team. | think Paul's gifting
was so aggressive that he never thought of what it would be like to have someone who could
stop others from carrying the ball. See, Mark means “a defense”, someone who can stop
the opposing team or the other side. Paul was so used to being the aggressive rusher,
rushing the gospel here and there, he didn't realize that someone might have to stay and
defend it.

Paul is in the end part of his life and he is asking the two most important questions:

o “Was my life worth it here on earth.”
o “Will it make a difference in eternity?”

Mark comes back into the picture to Paul. He sees his value and his worth.

See, so many people in life does not see the value of others because of their aggression.
They only see someone who is holding them back or someone who is weak or someone
who doesn't get it. We see this too often in relationships and it's too late for many of them
when they realize what has happened.

e Some men see their wife as needy, because they are wanting there husbands to
spend more time with them and they are put off by it. Not realizing later in life when
the energy is no longer there and you have built all your castles you have never
built a relationship with the one you intended to spend the rest of your life with.

e Some women see their husbands as weak because they are gentle and kind. They
wish they were more aggressive and “manly” never realizing that their children will
never question the love of their father and they will have wonderful memories.

e Some people look at others and see them as naive and even stupid because of their
willingness to forgive and not take offense never realizing that later in life this
person is flourishing with many who call them blessed and you are full of anger,
bitter memories.

You don't have to wait until the end part of your life, you can ask the two most
important questions today:

o “Is my life worth it here on earth.” (Am | fighting the good fight, finishing & faith)
o “Will it make a difference in eternity?” (Crown of Righteousness)

Timothy is the last person in verses 9-11. Timothy means "honoring God." Please
understand that when you are at the end of your life, you want your life to count. You will
want to make sure you can fairly answer those two questions clearly. You want someone to
help you make sure your work is completed and defended but you also want someone in your
life that knows how to keep it God focused. Paul was left without Titus, his nurse, but he was
gaining Timothy, an huge influence in doing the right thing.
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When The Times Got Hard

“ISAt my first defense, no one came to my support, but everyone deserted me. May it not be
held against them.”
Il Timothy 4:16

Paul brings up the idea that when things got hard, no one was there, he was completely
deserted, but he adds, don't let it be held against them. There are those that hear this
message who have such hurtful pasts that if we heard ten minutes of you life story we would
all be in tears. | have no doubt that many have have far more pain that | have ever
experienced, but | doubt anyone | know has experienced as much as Paul and especially
Jesus. Paul refused to take up an offense. Paul said, “Yes | was abandoned, but | refuse to
hold that against them. The fact is, | was left alone, | was abandoned, | was deserted.

It's an important part of your healing that you realize the truth. Part of the healing is the pain
that you actually have in your heart and see things clearly. The problem is realizing that you
can't keep those feelings.

In this next passage, Paul is not trying to sound super spiritual, it is the “Christian” thing to
say, but it really needs to be a revelatory statement:

“""But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. And | was delivered from the lion's
mouth.”

[l Timothy 4:17

Paul was convinced here, he was not trying to have faith in his faith, he was experiencing his
faith. There was an absolute presence of God that stood beside him and gave him strength.
There was appropriated to him strength that he knew was not of his own influence or
capability. There was an endowment of a supernatural presence of God that stood next to
him and strengthened him so that he could continue to do what he was called for, for the
proclamation of the gospel to those no one else wanted to go to. That position he took with
God gave him opportunity to literally see himself being either delivered from being actual
tossed to the lions or from the jaws of Satan himself.

“When | Will, God Will”

“"8The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly
kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
Il Timothy 4:18

When you open yourself to God in prayer, you are yielding yourself to have perfect success. |
have seen battles for individuals, for families, for financial situations, for ministries, and for
spiritual strongholds. We have to bring God's Kingdom into the forefront of our lives. We
have to bring down the demonic princes over cities, nations and our homes. We must be
determined to win, that we can win and do mighty things for God.

If you are going to defeat the enemy you have to penetrate enemy lines and attack the
headquarters of their stronghold. It's time to begin to expand our vision and subdue the
enemy. We must learn to strike first rather than react second! You can do this by the grace,
the blood and the Name of Jesus.



